
GOD’S SEARCH FOR SINNERS

BY DR. RYAN RALSTON

Luke 19:10, “For the Son of man 
is come to seek and to save that 
which was lost.”

“A Prince is Born!”  Those were 
the words on the front page of 
the USA today newspaper.  I re-
member preaching at the Sunset 
Hills Campmeeting in 2013 and I 
glanced at the front page on the 
way to service.  Prince William, 
Duke of Cambridge, and Cather-
ine, Duchess of Cambridge, had 
welcomed the arrival of their first 
child, a son named Prince George.  

Later that day as I read the sto-
ry of the baby’s arrival, I noticed 
there was a picture of the town 
crier, Tony Appleton.  His job was 
to make the announcement to 
the public concerning the arrival 
of the royal prince.  Dressed in his 
impressive outfit and with excited 
facial expressions, the town crier 
was announcing the baby’s arrival 
with great delight.  

I have thought often since then 
as I have prepared to preach that 

my job as a preacher is to make 
another royal son known to the 
public-Jesus Christ, the Prince of 
Glory!  That is the sentiment that 
enthuses me with the verse I have 
called to your attention.  What 
a privilege to announce to the 
world-saints and sinner alike-the 
son of man is come!!

In this story, Zaccheus’ faith had 
brought salvation to his house.  
Salvation was received in the 
person of Jesus Christ.  This is the 
announcement of Christ’s mission 
on earth – “to seek and save that 
which was lost.”  Salvation came 
to Zaccheus’ house because of his 
obedience to the call from Christ.  
John Cummings shares 3 
things this story teaches 
us about salvation: the 
knowledge of it, the 
enjoyment of it, and the 
offer is extended to all.  

Notice, the incarnation 
of God – “the son of man 
is come.”  

Just ponder those 
beautiful words for a few 
moments. The son of 
man is come…..to bring 
salvation to the lost, to 
bring hope to the outcast, 
to bring forgiveness to the 
sinner.  I believe this title 
speaks two things to us 
concerning Christ.  First, 
it speaks of his humani-
ty. Indeed, Christ was God in the 
flesh. Jesus was fully God (John 
1:1), but He was also a human be-
ing (John 1:14).  Yes, Jesus was the 
Son of Man-He was in His essence 
God and humanity.  

One scholar wrote that when 
Jesus lived on the earth men had 
a hard time believing He was 
God because He looked just like 
a man.  And now, because we 
can’t see him as a man we have 
a difficult time remembering he 
was a man. How true that it is!  
The words of Paul to Timothy are 
filled with wonder and amaze-
ment, “And without controversy 
great is the mystery of godliness: 
God was manifest in the flesh” (I 
Timothy 3:16).  

Secondly, the title “Son of man” 
also speaks of Christ’s messianic 
fulfillment.  Dan 7:13 describes 
the “Son of Man” as the coming 

Messiah.  Jesus fulfilled the role of 
Messiah as the Son of Man. The 
Jews would have been familiar 
with the title given to the coming 
Messiah so Christ’s announcement 
of Himself as the “Son of Man” was 

His announcement that Israel’s 
Savior had been revealed.

 Notice, the intention of God 
– “to seek and to save that which 
was lost.”

Charles Simeon wrote, “The per-
son that came to seek and save you 
was fully equal to the task.  He was 
God as well as man; and therefore, 
there can be no want of efficacy in 
his blood to pardon, or in his grace 
to sanctify you.  Trust in him, and he 
will prove himself able to save you 
to the very uttermost.”  God sent 
His Son to “seek and save” us.  

Do you remember when David 
was standing before King Saul 
to gain permission to go out and 

fight Goliath?  David recited 
historical victories over 
the lion and bear God had 
wrought in his life.  When 
David realized one of his 
father’s sheep had been 
taken by a lion, he respond-
ed by going “out after him.” 
(I Samuel 17:35) Oh, is that 
not the spirit of a shepherd?  
I love those words David 
uttered to Saul, “I went out 
after him.”

That was the same desire 
that caused Christ to be 
willing to “take upon him the 
form of a servant…made in 
the likeness of sinful men: 
and being found in fash-
ion as a man, he humbled 

himself, and became obedient 
unto death, even the death of the 
cross” (Phil. 2:7-8).  Christ was on a 
mission.  The Son of Man was on a 
search.  I am thankful He came to 
“save that which was lost.”
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One night while on life’s raging sea
It looks as if I would suffer defeat

As the blindness of night closed off the light
My heart sank with fear

My desperate cry rang out with fright
All I could see was no hope in sight

With faith all but gone, I met the One
who came looking for me
He came looking for me
He came looking for me

He made a way when there was no way
that I could see

I drifted far, Jesus was near
To rescue my soul and calm all my fears

Now I’m save from all harm since I met the One
who came looking for me!



Heritage Bible College continues to min-
ister all across the country. Our latest tour 
brought us Westward to Oklahoma. We 
were delighted to minister to God’s people 
across several different congregations. 

Much later, we were able to travel South-
west to Mississippi. We were privileged to be a 
part of Bro. Russel MacDonald’s annual camp 
meeting at Trinity Pentecostal Tabernacle. 

Thank you to all of the churches that host-
ed HBC. We sincerely appreciate your warm 
hospitality and generous support. 

HBC MINISTRY



BY EMILY BURRIS

Heritage Bible College certainly provides 
many fun and exciting opportunities for all of 
us. In addition to equipping each student with a 
strong biblical foundation, HBC offers a degree 
in Christian education. Their goal is to train a 
new generation of Christian school teachers. 
We have definitely had our fair share of time 
in the classroom (as both the student and the 
teacher), but we were also able to take a much 
needed field trip. Many of the HBC students 
majoring in Christian education had the chance 
to go to the The Georgia Educational Technol-
ogy Conference (GaETC). The purpose of this 
conference is to advance education through 
technology. Admission to this conference was 
made possible by Bro. Gregg Miles, the aca-
demic dean of Heritage Bible College, who also 
accompanied us on our trip.

With Savannah 
behind us, we tack-
led the four hour 
drive to Atlanta in 
no time. The con-
ference began on 
Wednesday morn-
ing and lasted until 
Friday afternoon. 
Our mornings 
were filled with 
lectures, classes and breakout sessions about 
the latest in innovative education technology. 

GaETC hosted over 250 concurrent sessions 
with nationally renown speakers and inter-

active workshops. 
Several useful apps, 
tools, resources and 
other utilities were 
showcased along with 
relevant advance-
ments in operating 
software. The main 
idea was to encour-
age teachers to find 
new and exciting 

ways to implement technology to encourage 
critical thinking skills within the classroom. 

At the end of each day, we looked forward 
to the time of fun and fellowship that was just 
ahead. Our evenings were filled with much 
needed rest and relaxation. Good food, great 
friends and fun times were just what we needed 
to make this a truly memorable experience. The 
new learning experiences and fresh exposure 
to additional teaching methods have proven to 
be very useful. This week showed us all that we 
have much to learn, but a lot to appreciate. We 
are extremely grateful for our chance to attend 
GaETC this year. Thank you HBC for allowing us 
to gain a more comprehensive knowledge and 
relevant experience in the use of technology in 
Christian education! 

VISIT THE GAETC

Heritage Bible College is committed to developing a 
culture of life-long learning. For many, this may include 
the pursuit of higher education. Dr. Ryan Ralston wishes 
to secure new opportunities in graduate programs for 
the alumni of HBC. This has been accomplished through 
the mutual establishment of articulation agreements 
among various institutions for their respective pro-
grams. As HBC continues on its journey towards full ac-
creditation, we hope to accrue more articulation agree-
ments that will expand the opportunities for our alumni.

After receiving his Bachelor’s degree in Chris-
tian Education from Heritage Bible College, Grant 
Ralston was the first to be accepted into a graduate 
program. He is nearing the completion of his M. A. in 
Christian Studies from Luther Rice College & Semi-
nary with an expected graduation date of May 2020.

Another recent graduate, Aaron Asselin (Class of 
2019), has enrolled with Piedmont International Uni-
versity to obtain his M. A. in Ministry after completing 
his Bachelor’s in Biblical Studies.

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT

GRANT RALSTON AARON ASSELIN

 “This week showed us all that we 

have much to learn, but a lot to appre-

ciate. We are extremely grateful for our 

chance to attend GaETC this year.” 

— Emily Burris



The HBC Founder’s Banquet is 
always an exciting time. Last year, 
the event was hosted at the Coast-
al Georgia Botanical Gardens. It 
was a wonderful evening filled 
with pleasant company and deli-
cious food. Immediately following 
the evening meal, the attendees 
enjoyed a slideshow presenta-
tion which briefly  reflected upon 
the events of the 2018-19 school 
year. Bro. Jonah Dodd, the honor-
ary guest speaker, addressed the 
audience and shared his heart’s 
desire to see a future generation 
that knows not merely what they 
believe, but why they believe it. 
His words were challenging and 
prompted many of us to re-eval-
uate the importance of Christian 
education and our commitment 
to making it a reality here at HBC. 
These words were soon put to the 
test as the need to construct a 
new girls’ dorm was expressed. By 
the end of the night, we received 
several pledges that went towards 
the upcoming expense.

Shortly after, an anonymous 
donor proposed a matching chal-
lenge up to $150,000 which was 
dependant upon how much the 
institution could match in 90 days. 
Five short months and 101 donors 
later, HBC successfully completed 

the challenge and raised $153,680 
in total paying off the remain-
ing $300,000 balance of the girls’ 
dorm. Once again the mission of 
Heritage Bible College was ac-
complished through the faithful-
ness of its donor base.

We are so thankful for the fi-
nancial aid of many of our indi-
vidual donors. If you would like to 
become a donor to HBC, please 
visit our website for more infor-
mation. There, you will find that 
we have made it easy for you to 
give online. You may also consider 
supporting HBC with a recurring 
gift by selecting the optional fre-
quency (e.g. weekly, bi-weekly, 
monthly, etc.). If you would pre-
fer to give in a more traditional 
method, information for mailing a 
check has also been provided. We 
certainly appreciate each and ev-
ery gift that is given and hope to 
see you this year, on May 15, 2019, 
for our annual founder’s banquet. 

HBC Founder’s Banquet


